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THE PEACE PROPHETS. 

O faithful few, 
Who dare to hold God's word and witness true, 
Whose clear-eyed faith transcends our evil time, 
And o'er the present wilderness of crime 
Sees the calm future, with its robes of green, 
Its fleece-flecked mountains, and soft streams between, 
Still keep the path which duty bids ye tread, 
Though worldly wisdom shake the cautious head ; 
No truth from Heaven descends upon our sphere, 
Without the greeting of the sceptic's sneer; 
Denied and mocked at till its blessings fall, 
Common as dew and sunshine, over all. 

—Whittier. 



William Ladd, the Apostle of Peace. 

BY JOHN HEMMENWAY. 

William Ladd was born in Exeter, N. H., May 10, 
1778. He graduated at Harvard College in 1797 ; married 
Miss Sophia Ann Stidolph of London in 1800 ; followed 
the sea, most of the time as master of a ship, for many 
years, from 1797 to 1812 ; settled in Minot, Me., in 1814, 
and was one of the wealthiest men, and the most enterpris- 
ing, and probably the greatest farmer in the State. He 
professed religion in 1816, and soon after united with the 
Congregational church in Minot, and was ever after a 
very active member. He became much interested in the 
subject of War in 1823, and in that year began to write 
against it in the Christian Mirror. In 1828, after years 
of persevering labor, he founded the American Peace 
Society. He was reluctantly the first President, and 
cheerfully the first Corresponding Secretary, and the editor 
of the Harbinger of Peace, the first organ of the Society. 
He never received any pay for his services. He wrote the 
best essay on a " High Court of Nations for the Preven- 
tion of War" ever written, and devoted his time, talents 
and his property to promote ' ' Peace on earth and good 
will to men." He died April 9, 1841, aged nearly 63. 

The following are a few selections from tributes to his 
memory : 

" Mr. Ladd was one of the most eminent philanthropists 
of our country, and his name will be held in lasting remem- 
brance by ail the friends of humanity. His private char- 
acter and Christian deportment were well known to the 
people of Portsmouth, by whom he was greatly beloved. 
It affords us a mournful satisfaction that his remains rest 
in this city. He had been absent on a lecturing tour on 
Peace six months, and was on his way to his home in 
Minot. He paused at the house, which was the home of 
his youth, and thence his spirit took its flight to the man- 
sion of rest above. To him may be applied, in its full 
force, this Beatitude of the Saviour, ' Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.' 
His death marked the departure of a truly great man." — 
Portsmouth Journal. 

"Mr. Ladd has been for many years past the advocate of 



Peace, and the life of our Peace Societies. Wherever he 
went he made himself loved and reverenced, and his influ- 
ence extended far beyond his native land. Such men as 
Mr. Ladd, and such principles as he advocated will be 
better understood and appreciated a century hence than 
now." — Exeter News Letter. 

' 'When William Ladd commenced his labors in the cause 
of Peace he stood almost alone in our country. He has 
left many able and faithful fellow-workers, but the most of 
them derived their first impulse from his discourses or 
publications. Few men have left so many warm friends 
as he has. I doubt whether he has left an enemy ; sure I 
am that he was no man's enemy." — Rev. Dr. Andrew P. 
Peabody. 

" William Ladd fell a martyr to his zeal in the cause of 
Peace. Few know how much he attempted, or how much 
he accomplished. I might speak of his conversations on 
Peace, his favorite theme, as he traversed the land, the 
charm of every circle, and a living encyclopaedia on the 
subject of Peace ; of his lectures delivered from college to 
college, from city to city, from village to village ; of the 
books, the tracts, and numberless essays, articles and let- 
ters in the newspapers, ever fresh and glowing, like his 
own ardent, vivid mind. It will take the world ages to 
learn how much he did for its welfare, but we already know 
enough to embalm his memory in the admiration and 
gratitude of mankind. Benevolence was the mainspring 
of all his movements ; it went forth in search of objects, 
and extended over the whole earth, and encircled the whole 
human family. And can we wonder that such a philan- 
thropy sprang at once into the enterprise of Peace as the 
noblest Reform ever conceived or attempted by man. 
Not William Penn himself was more thorough on Peace." 
— Rev. Dr. George G. Beckwith. 

" This meeting has learned, with great sorrow, the 
mournful tidings that William Ladd, the President of the 
American Peace Society, has terminated his earthly career. 
This meeting offers its deepest sympathy with the Ameri- 
can Peace Society in the loss which they and the friends 
of Peace throughout the world have sustained ; but, with 
them, we rejoice that such a man lived, and we are 
assured that ages to come will refer to his history with 
wonder and admiration." — Report of London Peace Soci- 
ety, May, 1841. 

"William Ladd was the friend of every good cause, yet 
he was chiefly absorbed by that cause of which he was 
appropriately ' The Apostle.' "—Rev. Dr. Thomas Adams. 
" I esteem it among my great privileges that I was per- 
sonally acquainted with William Ladd. I was deeply 
impressed with his exalted piety, his love of truth and 
right, and his devotion to the cause of Peace." — Miss 
Sarah M. Grimke. 

" William Ladd might truly be said to be growing in 
grace, from the time of my first acquaintance with him till 
his death, which was about twenty years. He was a 



